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(54) LIGHT-DETECTABLE SOLID THIN-FILM SECONDARY BATTERY 



(57) To provide novel devices constituting light de- 
tection systems with a simple configuration, a low main- 
tenance cost, a reduced size and weight, and high reli- 
ability by integrating light detection components and 
power supplies. 

A photosensitive solid-state thin-film lithium-ion 
secondary cell including a photosensitive negative-elec- 
trode active material layer as a component, wherein ex- 
traneous light can be constantly detected by utilizing a 



change in open-circuit voltage of the cell caused when 
the extraneous light is incident on the photosensitive 
negative-electrode active material layer. Lithium ions 
can be readily received and emitted and light in a broad 
wavelength range over a near-infrared light range, the 
entire visible light range, and a near-ultraviolet light 
range can be detected by utilizing a porous silicon layer 
having a controlled porosity as the negative-electrode 
active material layer. 
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Description 

Technical Field 

[0001 1 The present invention relates to all -solid-state s 
thin-film secondary cells having a photosensitive func- 
tion and photodetectors loaded with the secondary cells. 

Background Art 

10 

[0002] In general, in order to detect light, for example 
detection of natural light or artificial light, detection of 
interruption of continuous incident light, and detection 
of frequency of pulsed light, light detection components 
and power supplies in addition to peripheral electronic 15 
circuits must be provided to light detection systems. In 
such cases, the light detection components and the 
power supplies are usually prepared as separated units. 
Porous sUicon is known as a light-emitting element or a 
light-emitting and receiving element (for example, see 20 
Patent Document 1 ). A photodetector using direct-tran- 
sition-type porous silicon is also known (for example, 
see Patent Document 2). 

[0003] Patent Document 1: Japanese Unexamined 
Patent Application Publication No. 4-356977 (Japanese 25 
Patent No. 3306077) 

[0004] Patent Document 2: Japanese Unexamined 
Patent Application Publication No. 5-37000 (Japanese 
Patent No. 

30 

Disclosure of Invention 

[Problems to be Solved by the Invention] 

[0005] It is an object of the present invention to pro- 35 
vide novel devices for constituting light detection sys- 
tems with a simple configuration, a low maintenance 
cost, a reduced size and weight, and high reliability by 
integrating light detection components and power sup- 
plies. 40 

[Means for Solving the Problem] 

[0006] In order to solve the above-mentioned prob- 
lems, the inventors have developed a solid-state thin- 45 
film secondary cell having a novel configuration combin- 
ing a photosensitive function with a negative-electrode 
active material layer for the solid-state thin-film second- 
ary cell. 

[0007] Namely, the present invention is as follows: so 

(1) A photosensitive solid-state thin-film lithium-ton 
secondary cell including a photosensitive negative- 
electrode active material layer as a component, 
wherein extraneous light can be constantly detect- 55 
ed by utilizing a change in open-circuit voltage of 
the cell caused when the extraneous light is incident 
on the photosensitive negative-electrode active 



material layer. 

(2) The photosensitive solid-state thin-film second- 
ary cell according to aspect (1 ), wherein lithium ions 
are readily received and emitted and light in a broad 
wavelength range over a near-infrared light range, 
the entire visible light range, and a near-ultraviolet 
light range is detected by utilizing a porous silicon 
layer having a controlled porosity as the negative- 
electrode active material layer. 

(3) The photosensitive solid-state thin -film second- 
ary cell according to aspect (1) or (2), wherein a 
composite composed of a solid electrolyte layer, a 
positive-electrode active material layer, and a cur- 
rent collector layer is disposed on the porous silicon 
layer on a surface of a substrate. 

(4) The photosensitive solid-state thin-film second- 
ary cell according to any one of aspects (1) to (3), 
wherein each of the positive-electrode active mate- 
rial layer and the current collector layer has a film 
composition and thickness such that the overall 
transmittance of visible light in the range of 400 nm 
to 800 nm exceeds 1 % on average. 

(5) The photosensitive solid-state thin-film second- 
ary cell according to aspect (3), wherein the porous 
silicon layer at the surface of the substrate is formed 
by anodizing a surface of a silicon wafer substrate. 

(6) The photosensitive solid-state thin-film second- 
ary cell according to any one of aspects (1 ) to (5), 
wherein a light detection sensitivity is improved by 
increasing incidence efficiency of light from the pos- 
itive-electrode side by forming the positive-elec- 
trode active material layer disposed as an upper 
layer in a stripe pattern or in a mesh pattern. 

(7) A monolithic photodetector loaded with the sec- 
ondary cell prepared by integrating electronic cir- 
cuits and the solid-state thin-film secondary cell ac- 
cording to any one of aspects (1 ) to (6) on a single 
silicon substrate. 

[0008] Conventional photoconductive cells and pho- 
todiodes detect current flows caused by incident light or 
voltages caused by the current flows in both sides of 
external resistors, namely, they are a current type or an 
energy-consumption type. 

[0009] On the other hand, the photosensitive solid- 
state thin-film secondary cell of the present invention de- 
tects a change in voltage between positive-electrode 
and negative-electrode terminals of the cell caused by 
electrons and positive holes induced to the negative 
electrode (porous silicon). Basically, incident light does 
not cause current at all. This is because ion current pro- 
duced by shuttling lithium ions between the positive- 
electrode and the negative-electrode terminals flows in 
the cell, and electronic current penetrating between the 
positive-electrode and the negative electrode cannot 
flow in the cell. From this point of view, the photosensi- 
tive solid-state thin-film secondary cell of the present in- 
vention is a voltage type or an energy-nonconsumption 
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type. No discharge caused by continuous irradiation of 
light occurs in the cell. Only self-discharge slowly pro- 
ceeds. This is the same as in unused cells during stor- 
age. 

[0010] If a decrease in the terminal voltage (an in- 
crease in electric potential of the negative electrode) by 
light-irradiation is caused by the same reason as that in 
usual discharge, it means that a part of Li + ions in porous 
silicon active material of the negative electrode return 
to a LiMn 2 0 4 side of the positive-electrode active mate- 
rial. However, experimental results are that the potential 
returns to the original level by stopping the light-irradia- 
tion. This shows that a decrease in the terminal voltage 
(an increase in electric potential of the negative-elec- 
trode) by light-irradiation is not caused by migration of 
Li + ions. It is assumed that the electrons and positive 
holes generated in pairs by light-irradiation contribute to 
a temporary increase in the negative-electrode poten- 
tial. The pairs of electron and positive-hole cannot be 
generated by irradiation of visible light in normal silicon 
crystals, it can be generated only in porous silicon. 
[0011] The photosensitive solid-state thin-film sec- 
ondary cell of the present invention is suitable for driving 
electronic devices in a controlling manner. For example, 
the number of items or heads is counted by detecting 
an increase in voltage in both terminals of the cell, the 
increase is generated by interruption of natural light 
(sunlight) during the daytime or interior light during the 
night by something; and security during the night is man- 
aged by detecting an increase in voltage generated by 
interruption of artificial light in an invisible near-Infrared 
range from a light-emitting diode or a laser diode. 
[001 2] Power supply to electronic devices is generally 
performed by sending signals through electronic circuits 
(wired, therefore, contact circuits). In such a system, 
when radio transmission (light rays, therefore, noncon- 
tact manner) is required for some reason (for example, 
a need for electrical noise-free signal transmission), a 
component for receiving the light signals is necessary. 
The photosensitive solid-state thin-film secondary cell 
can constitute a component having its own cell for driv- 
ing the component itself. 

[0013] Furthermore, a power supply (cell) unit which 
can control discharging electricity in a cell by temporarily 
decreasing the terminal voltage of the cell to lower than 
a threshold level with external light signals to stop the 
electrical supply to a load from the cell temporarily or for 
a predetermined period of time, or a photosensitive con- 
troller which has an own electricity-supplying function 
can be achieved. 

[001 4] Discharge caused by light irradiation does not 
occur in the photosensitive solid-state thin-film second- 
ary cell of the present invention. Light-detecting modes 
are categorized to a direct-current mode (steady light 
mode) and an alternate-current mode (on-off mode). In 
the direct-current mode, the surface of the secondary 
cell is constantly irradiated with visible light or near-in- 
frared light (invisible light). When the light path is inter- 



rupted by something, the interruption is detected as an 
increase in voltage generated in the terminals of the cell. 
For example, this can be applied to a component of a 
security system. A change in luminance from night to 
5 daytime can be detected as a decrease in voltage gen- 
erated in the terminals of the cell, thus, daybreak is rec- 
ognized and electrical devices are switched on (or off). 
For example, this can be applied for driving unmanned 
electronic devices in the daytime or the night only. In the 
alternate-current mode, the number of items or heads 
interrupting light is counted (increasing-voltage type) 
with a time resolution in the order of milliseconds, or 
light-flashing frequency is counted (decreasing-voltage 
type). 

[001 5] Light detection using the photosensitive solid- 
state thin-film secondary cell of the present invention is 
performed via an open-circuit condition of the secondary 
cell or a sufficiently large resistance. Therefore, the light 
detection can be performed under a condition substan- 
tially the same as that of a secondary cell in storage or 
unused (self-discharging condition) and cell capacity is 
rarely drained (basically, drain by self-discharge only). 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

[0016] 

Fig. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating a photo- 
sensitive solid-state thin-film secondary cell accord- 
ing to an embodiment of the present invention. 
Fig. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating a photo- 
sensitive solid-state thin-film secondary cell accord- 
ing to another embodiment of the present invention. 
Fig. 3 is a graph showing a transmissivity charac- 
teristic of a LiMn 2 0 4 positive-electrode active ma- 
terial film. 

Fig. 4 is a graph showing a transmissivity charac- 
teristic of a current collector V film. 
Fig. 5(a) is a graph showing charge and discharge 
characteristics of a solid-state thin-film lithium-ion 
secondary cell according to a first embodiment in 
the dark, and Fig. 5(b) is a graph showing discharg- 
ing capacity of the solid-state thin-film lithium-ion 
secondary cell according to the first embodiment in 
repeated charge and discharge cycles. 
Fig. 6 is a graph showing terminal voltage response 
characteristics by switching on and off an interior 
light during the measurement of charging charac- 
teristics of the solid-state thin-film lithium-ion sec- 
ondary cell according to the first embodiment in the 
dark. 

Fig. 7 is a partially enlarged view of Fig. 6. 
Fig. 8 is a graph showing a wavelength spectrum in 
light sensitivity of the solid-state thin-film lithium-ion 
secondary cell according to the first embodiment. 
Fig. 9 is a graph showing time-response waveforms 
of the terminal voltage of the solid-state thin-film lith- 
ium-ion secondary cell according to the first embod- 
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iment. 

Fig. 1 0 is a graph showing decreasing spectra of 
terminal voltage depending on light intensity in the 
solid-state thin-film secondary cell. 
Fig. 11 is a graph showing decreases of terminal 
voltage depending on light intensity in the solid- 
state thin-film secondary cell. 

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention 

[001 7] Figs. 1 and 2 are schematic views of photosen- 
sitive solid-state thin-film secondary cells according to 
embodiments of the present invention. A basic configu- 
ration of the cells includes a substrate 1 , a negative- 
electrode active material layer 2, a solid electrolyte layer 
3, a positive-electrode active material layer 4, and a cur- 
rent collector layer 5 in this order. A positive-electrode 
terminal 6 is disposed on the current collector layer 5, 
and a negative-electrode terminal 7 is disposed on the 
negative-electrode active material layer 2. The termi- 
nals 6 and 7 are connected to a circuit or a device for 
monitoring (detecting) voltage abnormality (voltage rise 
or fall) between the terminals of the cell. 
[0018] The structures of the solid electrolyte layer 3, 
the positive-electrode active material layer 4, and the 
current collector layer 5 are the same as those of com- 
mon solid-state thin-film lithium-ion secondary cell, but 
the negative-electrode active material layer 2 is made 
of a material having light sensitivity. 
[0019] Porous silicon can be used as such an active 
material. Porous silicon has peculiar silicon crystals in- 
cluding a skeleton structure produced by a anodizing 
process and a remaining crystalline portion having a 
thickness (skeleton thickness) of about several nanom- 
eters to ten and several nanometers. 
[0020] Silicon crystals have a band-gap energy of 1 . 1 
eV because of their energy-band structure, so they are 
sensitive to only light having a wavelength longer than 
about 1 .1 jim. In such a case, since the optical transition 
is indirect, the optical transition efficiency is disadvan- 
tageous^ low. However, a reduction in size of the silicon 
microcrystals to the above-mentioned size enhances a 
band-gap energy by a quantum size effect and also 
changes the indirect transition into direct transition. As 
a result, the silicon crystals are dramatically changed to 
be effectively sensitive to visible light having a short 
wavelength. These properties of porous silicon are 
known. 

[0021] A substrate is formed by laminating polycrys- 
talline silicon on a glass substrate coated with a trans- 
parent conductive film, and then the surface of the poly- 
crystalline silicon is treated for anodization. A substrate 
of a silicon monocrystal may be treated for anodization. 
By the anodization, most of the crystalline silicon is melt- 
ed away to make a large number of cylindrical holes in 
the direction perpendicular to the crystal surface. As a 
result, a skeleton structure having a lot of holes is 
formed and the monocrystalline structure is maintained 



in a remaining crystalline portion. In a large-boned struc- 
ture (a low porosity), sensitivity to near-infrared light and 
visible light having a long wavelength, such as red light 
and light close to red, is observed. In a small -boned 

5 structure (a high porosity), sensitivity to ultraviolet light 
and visible light having a short wavelength, such as blue 
light and light close to blue, is observed. Namely, light 
detection over a broad wavelength range including a 
near-infrared light range, the entire visible light range, 

10 and an ultraviolet light range is possible by controlling 
the porosity by conditions for the anodization. 
[0022] In the negative-electrode active material layer 
2 made of a porous silicon layer having a controlled po- 
rosity, a structural microporous layer effectively func- 

15 tions as a receiving layer for receiving lithium ions, and 
an efficient performance of a secondary cell is achieved 
by the ease in receiving and emitting of lithium ions. Fur- 
thermore, light detection in a broad wavelength range 
from near-infrared light to visible light can be achieved. 

20 [0023] When a silicon wafer is used as a substrate 
and a skeleton structure of porous silicon is formed on 
a surface of the substrate by anodizing, the anode for- 
mation is performed so that the skeleton structure is 
formed downward from the original crystal surface. The 

25 resulting structure in this manner is different from that 
of the porous silicon layer disposed on the crystal face 
of a silicon wafer. 

[0024] Basically, in the secondary cell according to 
the present invention, all of the current collector (which 

30 includes a transparent conductive film), the positive- 
electrode material, and the solid electrolyte (a transpar- 
ent film is used in this embodiment) are transparent. 
However, semitransparent- materials are not useless for 
the detection; for example, in a thin film having a trans- 

35 missivity of 50%, a light detection sensitivity is merely 
decreased to a half. 

[0025] When the positive-electrode active material 
layer considerably absorbs visible light, as shown in Fig. 
2, incidence efficiency of light from the positive-elec- 

40 trode side can be increased by forming the positive- 
electrode active material layer 4 disposed as an upper 
layer in a stripe pattern (linear pattern) or in a mesh pat- 
tern (grid pattern); thus, the light detection sensitivity 
can be improved. A film, such as a Li 3 P0 4 , x N x film, used 

45 as the solid electrolyte layer 3 is usually transparent over 
the entire visible light range. 

[0026] With such a structure described above, extra- 
neous light L shown by arrows in Figs. 1 and 2 enters 
in the negative-electrode active material layer 2 with a 
50 photosensitive function, resulting in a change in the 
open-circuit voltage of the cell; thus, extraneous light 
can be constantly detected. 

[0027] A monolithic photodetector loaded with the 
secondary cell, which is mountable on a single semicon- 
55 ductor substrate as in an LSI by integrating necessary 
peripheral electronic circuits on the single silicon sub- 
strate with the solid-state thin-film secondary cell, can 
be readily achieved. 
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[EXAMPLES] 
EXAMPLE 1 

[0028] A negative-electrode active material layer 
made of porous silicon was formed by anodizing a sili- 
con substrate under the following conditions. A Si sub- 
strate: (1 00) crystal face and a resistivity of 4 to 7 O-cm, 
a chemical solution: a mixture of 40 wt% hydrofluoric 
acid: 99.5 wt% ethanol = 1 :1 , an anodizing current den- 
sity: 5 mA/cm 2 , anodizing time: 1 min, anodizing tem- 
perature and environment: 0°C in the dark, and a film 
thickness of porous silicon: 0.23 p,m. 
[0029] A solid electrolyte layer, a positive-electrode 
active material layer, and a current collector layer were 
formed under the following conditions. The solid elec- 
trolyte layer (Li 3 P0 4 . x N x ) having a film thickness of 1 
^m: RF sputtering at 100 W for 20 hours, the positive- 
electrode active material layer (LiMn 2 0 4 ) having a film 
thickness of 0.8 urn: RF sputtering at 1 00 W for 8 hours, 
and the current collector layer (vanadium metal) having 
a film thickness of 0. 1 urn : DC sputtering at 0.6 A for 1 5 
minutes. A light detection property of the resulting sec- 
ondary cell was examined. Terminal voltage in measur- 
ing charge and discharge was measured by a source 
meter (KEITHLEY 2400), spectral response was meas- 
ured by a digital multimeter (KEITHLEY DMM 196), and 
time response of light was measured by an oscilloscope 
(KIKUSUI 7202A). 

[0030] Fig. 3 is a graph showing a transmissivity char- 
acteristic of a positive-electrode active material 
LiMn 2 Q 4 film used in this embodiment. 
[0031 ] Fig. 4 is a graph showing a transmissivity char- 
acteristic of a current collector V film used in this em- 
bodiment. 

[0032] Fig. 5(a) is a graph showing charge and dis- 
charge characteristics of this solid-state thin-film lithi- 
um-ion secondary cell in the dark. The charge and dis- 
charge curves are the results when the charge and dis- 
charge were repeated about 50 cycles. A high terminal 
voltage of about 3 volts was observed at the start of dis- 
charge and a discharging capacity was about 7 pAh/ 
cm 2 ; thus, the secondary cell showed a relatively good 
performance. This proves that the porous silicon layer 
functioned as a negative -electrode active material of the 
secondary cell with a normal and good property. 
[0033] Fig. 5(b) shows discharging capacity plotted 
against the number of repeated cycles. The capacity 
was increased in the beginning when the charge and 
discharge cycles were repeated about 50 cycles, but 
then the capacity was maintained substantially con- 
stant. In the range shown in the graph, no decrease was 
observed. This also proves that the solid-state thin-film 
secondary cell using the porous silicon layer as the neg- 
ative-electrode active material was excellent in repeat- 
ability and reliability. 

[0034] Fig. 6 is a graph showing terminal voltage re- 
sponse characteristics by switching on and off an inte- 



rior light (overhead fluorescent light) during the meas- 
urement of charging characteristics in the dark. The re- 
sult directly shows that the open-circuit voltage of the 
secondary cell of this embodiment responded to on/off 

5 of the interior light. 

[0035] Rg. 7 is a partially enlarged view of Fig. 6. As 
shown in Fig. 7, decreases in the terminal voltage were 
observed when the secondary cell of this embodiment 
placed in a camera obscura was irradiated with light 

10 from the interior light (overhead fluorescent light) by re- 
peatedly opening a window of the camera obscura for 
1 second during charge and discharge cycles. The sec- 
ondary cell exhibited a significantly rapid response to 
light. This is one of the highly important characteristics 

15 of the secondary cell according to the present invention. 
[0036] Rg. 8 is a graph showing a wavelength spec- 
trum of light sensitivity indicated by -AV in the terminal 
voltage of the secondary cell according to this embodi- 
ment. The result shows that the secondary cell of the 

20 present invention had light sensitivity in the entire visible 
light range (400 to 800 nm). The light sensitivity range 
can be broadened to a range including near-infrared and 
near-ultraviolet by modifying conditions for preparing 
porous silicon. 

25 [0037] Fig. 9 is a graph showing time-response wave- 
forms of light sensitivity indicated by -AV in the terminal 
voltage of the secondary cell according to this embodi- 
ment. The fall of voltage when light was intercepted by 
a light chopper (so-called alternating light) was extreme- 

30 |y rapid. It seemed to approximately correspond with the 
waveforms of light. On the other hand, when the light 
was off, rise of voltage (recovery) slightly delayed. How- 
ever, the results show that the secondary cell of this em- 
bodiment can respond to an alternating light signal fre- 

35 quency of about 1 kHz. 

[0038] Fig. 1 0 is a graph showing decreasing spectra 
of terminal voltage depending on light intensity in the 
secondary celt of this embodiment. The light intensity 
(%) was adjusted by a distance of slits of a filter. 

40 [0039] Fig. 1 1 is a graph showing decreases of termi- 
nal voltage depending on light intensity in the secondary 
cell of this embodiment. The light intensity (%) was ad- 
justed by a distance of slits of a filter. 

45 Industrial Applicability 

[0040] In a photodetector disclosed in Patent Docu- 
ment 1 referred to as a conventional technology, a pn 
junction is structurally indispensable. Since the function 

50 of such a photodetector is light detection only, a power 
supply (or battery) is necessary to drive the photodetec- 
tor. Compared to this, a photosensitive solid-state thin- 
film secondary cell according to the present invention 
uses a single p-type (or n-type) Si negative-electrode 

55 active material alone. Since the negative-electrode ac- 
tive material also has a function for detecting light, the 
light detection system with a simple configuration, a low 
manufacturing cost, and a reduced size and weight can 



5 



9 



EP 1 596 460 A1 



10 



be provided. By the application of this, extraneous light- 
controlled power supplies and photosensitive compo- 
nents or devices including a novel configuration, for ex- 
ample, a controller with a photosensitive function for 
controlling discharged electricity in a cell caused by ex- 5 
traneous light and a photosensitive component or con- 
trolling device able to supply electricity by utilizing a 
change in terminal voltage, can be achieved. 



Claims 

1. A photosensitive solid-state thin-film lithium-ion 
secondary cell including a photosensitive negative- 
electrode active material layer as a component, 15 
wherein extraneous light can be constantly detect- 
ed by utilizing a change in open-circuit voltage of 
the ceil caused when the extraneous light is incident 

on the photosensitive negative-electrode active 
materia! layer. 20 

2. The photosensitive solid-state thin-film secondary 
cell according to claim 1 , wherein lithium ions are 
readily received and emitted and light in a broad 
wavelength range over a near-infrared light range, 25 
the entire visible light range, and a near-ultraviotet 
light range is detected by utilizing a porous silicon 
layer having a controlled porosity as the negative- 
electrode active material layer. 

30 

3. The photosensitive solid-state thin-film secondary 
cell according to claim 1 or 2, wherein a composite 
composed of a solid electrolyte layer, a positive- 
electrode active material layer, and a current collec- 
tor layer is disposed on the porous silicon layer on 35 
a surface of a substrate. 

4. The photosensitive solid-state thin-film secondary 
cell according to any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein 
each of the positive-electrode active material layer 40 
and the current collector layer has a film composi- 
tion and thickness such that the overall transmit- 
tance of visible light in the range of 400 nm to 800 

nm exceeds 1% on average. 

45 

5. The photosensitive solid-state thin-film secondary 
cell according to claim 3, wherein the porous silicon 
layer at the surface of the substrate is formed by 
anodizing a surface of a silicon wafer substrate. 

50 

6. The photosensitive solid-state thin-film secondary 
cell according to any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein 
a light detection sensitivity is improved by increas- 
ing incidence efficiency of light from the positive- 
electrode side by forming the positive-electrode ac- 55 
tive material layer disposed as an upper layer in a 
stripe pattern or in a mesh pattern. 



7. A monolithic photodetector loaded with the second- 
ary cell prepared by integrating electronic circuits 
and the solid-state thin-film secondary cell accord- 
ing to any one of claims 1 to 6 on a single silicon 
substrate. 
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